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were upon che very point of deſtroying 
his kingdom unjuſtly, we are told that be fear- 


ſtood amidſt the congregation in the courts of | 


— 5 whey ra 1 predic : 


. 2 Chron. ch. 0 'Uũbœ⁵ ; 
But the Faſt which of all others, is deſcribed 
in the moſt pompous and affecting language, c 
is that which is delivered down to us in the 


occaſions upon which — was denounced, are 
not any ways expreſsly ſpecified unto us, either 
by Rabbinical, or Chriſtian Antiquaries: Vet 
Kill tis highly probable chat DG appointed, 
t only to avert a dreadful famine, but al- 
ſo to 1 the dangers which threatened 


ſeveral antient writers in the Church were of 
this opinion may be collected from the com- 
mentaries both of St. Jerom and of : Theo- 
doret. Yet even in this caſe the Prophet Joel 
aſſures the Jews, that God: was ſtill gracious, 
and ready to preſerve them, provided they 
repented a th from their hearts, WO wu 
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t ſufficient for diſtinct diſtricts, and 
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s, to humble themſelves before God, 
che approa 


upon 
 daygers and diſtreſſes, as impended over them. 
OF which, amongſt ſeveral inſtances, Hiſtory 
affords us a full and lively picture, about tha 
end of the fourth Century, in relation to the 
behaviour of the Citizens of Xntzech, and the 
 1#habitants of the Provinces . it, Wo 
all of them expected very e 2 either to be 
baniſhed, or put to the ſword, becauſe they 
had refuſed to pay the contributions which 
had demanded from them, (in order 
to. fappreſs a very dangerous tebellion,). and 
bad thrown es the Statue of his deceaſed 
Empreſs; + Placills, a moſt worthy, charitable, 
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| Faſt which they kept, was a real, ſincere, reh- 
gious Faſt, and conſequently, was accepted of 

as ſuch, hy God: who, as we are told, miracu- 


paſſion, notwithſtanding he had diveſted the 
See of Autioch of its Metropolitan honours, and 
had ſent his General thither, in order to con- 
fiſcate the goods of the inhabitants, and after 
5 wards deſtroy them, and their City together. 

The whole Change: which is here wrought, 
is attributed entirely to God s mercy, purſuant 


4 to the ſincere earneſt repentance of the offend- 


Ing party : and indeed otherwiſe it wonld. be 

very difficult to affign a reaſon, why Theodofius, 

ſhould all of a ſudden relent, and ſhed tears, 

upon the application of a fingle perſon to him, 

when tis well known, that, (notwithſtanding 

he ene ſeyeral excellent qualities, nd * 
e main of a temper, and diſpoſition, 


tremel paſſionate. Now the | cen who r n 
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louſiy diſpoſed the heart of Tbeadoſus to com- 


rtook this 3 office of a an interceſſor, 
Flavian, the great and illuſtrious Arch Bi- 
 ſoopof Antioch, One, who to a thorough know- 
ledge of his duty, joined the perfect practice 
of Chriſtianity; --- and yet Havian himielf con - 
feſſed, upon being asked what arguments he 
had made uſe of in effecting his purpoſe, that 
© He, for his part had contributed nothing, 
but chat God * had enclined the Empe- 
rour to en hig humble ” and eee 
people. 

From the nature af theſe. infancy which 1. 
| haye-recited-to: you, it appears, that Public 
HFumiliation, duly performed, (and upon = 
” . that all paſt National Offences have 

been already expiated) will very rarely fail of 
ng God on our fide, even when the Sword 
5 i ſelf rheeaeneth us: which eh is a ſi- 
tuation of things, extreme terr ing, hazar- | 
dous and deftraQtive. 855 

Tis true, we cannot Ee to ſay; that 
any behaviour of ours in theſe caſes, will aſſure 
us certainly of God's immediate favour and 
protection, ſince the ways and methods of his 
puniſhing mankind (altho infinitely: juſt and 
wiſe,) are unſearchable to us, and nat to be com- 
prehended; and ſince we can never S ta 
aſſert, When it is, that he will ceaſe ta viſit us 
for the fins of our forefathers: Or will vouch⸗ 
ſafe to accept our own humble repentance, and. 
defend, an bleſs us, conſequent thereon. But 


This we know, that repentance and amendment 
e by him as ran ing OO 
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very ape is to abinin | national favour, at 
 Pprote@ionifrom him; and indeed common rea- 
_ fon, unaſſiſted by Revelation, always directed 


men to have recourſe to God, and humble 
themſelves before him upon theſe occaſions; 


Agreably to which, we find many inſtances in 
Greek and Reman Hiſtory, of public Enquiries 
into the will of the Deities, and of many a- 
mendments and reformations in government, 

upon the approach of war, which the inhabi- 
tants of the ſeveral reſp 
rally took care to uſher in with Sacrifices. In 
doing which, they certainly proceeded upon 
wife and good human reaſonings. They ob · 
ſerved in the nature of things, That Communi- 


ties had moral capacities: that is, were capable 


of Virtue and Vice, and conſequently of re- 
wards, and puniſhments, as well as private per- 


for any general bleſſing, or deliverance, ac- 
knowledgments ſhould de publickly offered up 
to the Deity ; ſo likewiſe, that, upon being 


threatened with any common danger or cala - 
mity, He ſhould be p 1 with public ſub- 
— For in truth, 


miſſions, and interc 

every Society, collectively ce conſidered, has, 
what one may call, national. 
inaſmuch 46 tis capable of acting right or 
in its public capacity: (the exception 
ngle perſon or two here or there, not at 


all altering the caſe as to the Whole: :) {t has 


_ alſo a particular intereſt of its own to be pur- 


ſons. Whence they ng 0 it proper, that as 


merit, or demerit, 


ive countries, gene- 
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Nations. Every Society, 1 ſay, in this 
| reſpect, may be. ny: conſidered as a ſingle 


Agent, being equally capable of reward, and 
05 liable to pun! nmer 3 Nor does 1b differ from 
an individual moral agent, except, that from 


the nature of things, it muſt receive its re 
and puniſhments in the preſent world. 

I may add further, that good men ſhould 
never neglect the ſmalleſt opportunity of pro- 


= moting the commerce, the liberties, the reli- 
gion of their reſpeRive countries, ſince doing 


This, is really, and in effect, doing good to 


themſelves. For, to ſay truth, Public and Pri- 


vate intereſt are by no means to be conſider⸗- 
contradiflin8 : Since public Good 


ed as things 
3 diffuſes it ſelf, like light, upon eve- 
ry private object: and fince jos." diſtinct in- 
dividaal, being placed by Providence in this 


or that reſpective ſtation, and having ſach 


and ſuch particular perſonal duties to perform, 
muſt, more or leſs, contribute his ſhare, 


wards carrying on the movements of — great 15 


machine, which is called the tte. 


There are other very cogent nc W 


ww that will induce us to agile _ Hu- 
miliation upon theſe occ 


| notions, than the idea of an approaching War, 
inaſmuch as tis generally Ds cl Scene 
of devaſtation, and bloodſhed, and ſince the 


natural horrors of it, are often, too often en- 
creaſed by the paſſions of cruel avaricious men. 


Hence (David choſe rather to nn 
1 28am. XXIV, It, 1 viſita- 
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the one 
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viſitation ef peſtilence and famine ſent from 
God, (whoſe Mercier,” faid he, are great,) than 
fall into the power of his fellow-creatures. On 
the other hand, Nothing more naturally than 
the Event of war ſer ves to remind us, of hav- 
ing recourſe to divine aſſiſtance, and chat only: ; 
Simce the ſuceeſs of i it depends upon the com- 
dinations of a thouſand circumſtances, and- 
contingencies, half of which the greateſt Ge- 
nius can neither foreſee, nor prevent. 
I may obſerve further, that nothing but: a 
juſt ſenſe of religion, will ever inſpire any ar- 
my with true patience in times of diſtreſs, or 
with rational intrepidity in the hour of action. 
A man indeed may be inſenſible of fear, but 
much queſtion — — he can be truly coura- 
geous, without eee 2 e have what 
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may allow the danger to: paſs b _ 33 has - 
formed a clear, and accurate judgment of it: 
But thus much one may venture to affirm, that 

ſuch a man, (ſuppoſing him to be devoid of 

irtue and religion,) will never be „ 

5 ity his conduct to himſelf, or undergo an 

ſerious, and continued thoughts of dying, a | 
out - difruft, and anxiety. In ſhort; he that 
lives beſt, will die braveſt: — and hence: we. 
may obſerve in profane Hiſtory, that very ſmall 
Bodies of men, whilſt they lived: virt 
and frug . —— ——— 
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 comfited:s thouſand : : for they fought for their 
altars and liberties againſt men, who were, pro- 

perly ſpeaking, the unwilling exec cutioners ang 
bern wicked Princes ambition. ; 
It is well known that n orours 
1 never had any troops that ſerved them 5 brave 
ly, and faithfully, as the Chriſtians did; which 
amazing firmneſs, and intrepidity of theirs in 
primitive ages, was ſo well remembered after- 


wards, by that moſt artful of all diſſemblers, 


Julian the Apoſtate, that he retained great 
numbers of them in his army, .notwithſtand- 
ing he affected to deſpiſe their holy religion. 
And now I ſhall conclude this branch of my 
| Diſcourſe, with thoſe words that Arial 3 
to a victorious. army, unto whom God alone 
| had given ſucceſs; Haar me, ſays he, all Fudah 
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66 Bat after all thing we may Kill FIRE? à clear - 
er notion of the nature of War, — of the 
lau fulneſs of it in ſeveral ſuppoſable „ 
circumſtances; --- and of the relation and reſe- 
rence wherein we ſtand in regard to the ſu- 
preme Judge, and ſovereign Diſpoſer of all | 
things, --- if we only take the pains to look a 
little more cloſely i into the riſe and nature of 

Civil Society. For if we trace the original of 
Society to its very ſource, we ſhall then find, 

that Mankind is repreſented in Scripture as one 
great — under the ſole government of 

i God, the common Father and Head of it. 

As all men were originally formed after his | 
image, ſo each man was made capable of the _ 
ſame e degree of perfection, as his fellow. creatures 
were, and deſigned for the ſame happineſs. 
Hence aroſe the obligation upon us to love, 
ä aid, and ſupport each other, as being en 
amongſt our ſelves, and childre en a eee 
f — fame heavenly Father. ny 

* [poi ven our bod . 
from one common origi- 
| that being allied in both're- 
ſpects or cap might be r more cloſely 
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